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Extended abstract 
 

Reducing peat consumption is already part of the Federal Government's Climate Protection Plan 
2050, which was approved in November 2016. The climate protection plan envisages gradually 
reducing peat extraction in Germany and phasing it out in the future. However, not only peat 
production but also peat consumption should be considered. The use of peat as a growing media 
constituent, especially in amateur gardening and landscape gardening, is clearly subject to 
reduction. In the course of the reduction process advice and information measures will be 
supportive. In addition, the Federal Government will initiate guidelines for the use of peat 
substitutes in the procurement directives for public landscaping contracts. A research program 
on peat substitutes shall be launched along with information on the use of peat substitutes. These 
provisions illustrate that peat reduction should not be achieved through regulatory measures but 
by coordinated measures over a long period of time. The intension is to implement these 
restrictions in the amateur gardening and landscape gardening sectors faster than in commercial 
horticulture.  
 

The coalition agreement for the 19th legislative period of the German Federal Government provides the 

compilation of a Peat Protection Strategy by the Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL). The 

BMEL has the primary responsibility for the realization of all specifications. It coordinates closely with the 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety. Since autumn 2018, 

discussions have been held with the individual horticultural sectors about how peat use can be reduced. 

In addition to representatives of the profession, the growing media industry, the German Nature 

Conservation Association, science and representatives of research institutes are involved in these 

discussions. They follow the two principles of ‘voluntariness’ and ‘transparency’. As a result of previous 

discussions it can be stated that all involved stakeholders have a great interest in cooperating in the 

reduction of peat use. Of great importance in this context are peat substitutes. This area needs to be 

thoroughly researched and assessed. However, this work is just beginning. 

 

It is expected that the demand for peat substitutes will increase slowly over the next few years and, 

accordingly, peat demand will decrease. At present, there is no binding schedule for peat reduction. The 
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question that arises is whether the governments of other EU states will join the German policy of reducing 

peat consumption. The logic of climate protection suggests that this will happen one day. 

 


